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The year 2013 will be a year which we at STARBASE will not likely forget.  

It was the year STARBASE Louisiana reached the 15,000 graduates           

milestone! It was the year we upgraded our classroom technology by  

incorporating student iPads for several lessons.  It was the year we    

piloted a successful afterschool middle school STEM club, equipped a 

sophisticated manufacturing facility for production of student projects, 

and initiated a STEM career pipeline extending the program’s impact.  It 

was also  the year we nearly lost the STARBASE program! 
 

2013.  As Dickens would say “It was the best of times, it was the worst of 

times.”  This past year, our executive branch was faced with some rather 

difficult budgetary decisions, and for a time, it appeared as if STARBASE 

would be one of the casualties.  Indeed, a number of our STARBASE 

sister sites have been forced into a temporary hiatus while awaiting 

important decisions about the program’s future.  Through the uncertain 

months, the overwhelming support for the program demonstrated by 

concerned citizens, education, business and industry leaders, as well as 

students and teachers in all of the STARBASE programs nationwide   

persuaded our  legislators to reject the administration’s plans for       

termination, and to authorize operations for the DoD STARBASE         

program in the recently passed National Defense Authorization Act. 

Although we are not yet entirely out of danger, we are            

cautiously encouraged as we await the next congressional move, 

passage of the Defense Appropriations bill, which will determine 

the FY14 program funding levels.* Speaking collectively for all of 

the STARBASE programs, we were moved by the support and affirmations 

voiced in our communities when we needed it the most.  However, until our 

future is secure, there is no time for complacency. The fight must continue!  I 

encourage you to follow the status of our funding and to continue to express 

your support to our members on Capitol Hill.  Keep fighting the battle with us 

until this victory is assured, and know that there may be additional struggles on  

the  horizon. 
 

The strength and growth of the program demonstrate that the struggle is not in 

vain. This year marks a new milestone for our local program – 15 years of ser-

vice to the Bossier/Shreveport community.  We are working on plans for a 

“FUN”tastic anniversary event to celebrate our progress, renew and reenergize 

our relationships, and forge new collaborations.  Above all else, in these 15 

years, we have seen that when we all work together, exciting things happen.  

With your help we have enjoyed the best of times, and have endured the worst 

of times and together, we can look forward to even better times to come!                            

*At the time of publication of this newsletter, the appropriations bill is still in committee.   

Kathy “Alpha” Brandon                  

Executive Director 
Alive and Well in 2014! 

Sponsored by the 307th  Bomb Wing, Air Force Reserve Command                  



2.0: Teaming Up with                                         

New Partners 

Mentors Add Another                                             

Dimension to 2.0 Benjamin “River” Williamson    

STARBASE 2.0 Coordinator 

Mary Beth “Snow” Irvine            

STARBASE 2.0 Instructor 

Digital Learning: Great STEM Apps for Kids 
Our kids are growing up in an atmosphere of hand 
held computers embedded in electronic devices.  
They are referred to as the NetGen (Internet            
Generation) because they are surrounded by a             
network of digital information and communication. 
They are innately aware of how to use electronic          
devices to message friends, check on homework           
assignments, or catch up on the latest episode of their 
favorite TV series.  They have an advantage over        
previous generations because they can use these                    
electronic tools to enhance their education.              
Parents have a ready resource when kids cry out “I’m 
bored and there is nothing to do!” 
 

The iPad or other tablets are wonderful tools for 
teaching math, science, reading, or many other            
subjects. There are many apps for iPads, smart 
phones, or other devices that can be downloaded free 
or for a small fee that give kids hours of fun, while 
learning or reinforcing important content and nurturing 
their interest in STEM subjects.  Space only permits 
reviewing a few from the thousands available, so we 
will look at a few really good science and math apps.  
 

Robert “Jazz” Sayers 

STARBASE Instructor Legislative Contact     

Information 

Voice Your Support! 

● The Hon.Mary Landrieu                    

United States Senate                                    

U.S. Courthouse                                           

300 Fanin St., Rm 2240           

Shreveport, LA  71101  

http://

www.landrieu.senate.gov/?

p=contact 

● The Hon. David Vitter                      

United States Senate                                   

920 Pierremont, STE 113           

Shreveport, LA  71106  

http://

www.vitter.senate.gov/

contact            

● The Hon.John Fleming                            

House of Representatives                   

6425 Youree Drive                            

Shreveport, LA  71105  

http://fleming.house.gov/

Britannica  Kids:   Volcanoes  is  created                      
by   the  encyclopedia  folks,  and  teaches                    
kids about  volcanoes all around the Earth.              
Videos,  pictures, and games highlight and               
entertain while promoting learning. 
 

Operation   Math   Code  Squad requires                 
teamwork     and    quick    thinking    while                          
practicing    all    four    math     operations,                                  
bundled  into  an  exciting  game  format! 
 

Solar Walk is an awesome app that allows you to                  
explore the solar system and learn about the planets 
with astounding 3-D movies! 
 

Virtual Frog Dissection enables virtual dissection of 
organs without bringing harm to any animals and  
without the queasy, smelly effects.  
 

Dragon Box allows students to work with abstract 
algebraic content in concrete meaningful ways. 
 

Many STEM topics can all be explored in the digital 
world.  A quick internet search of app reviews can help 
you select the best apps for your students. 



When you walk on the campus of an elementary 

school, you may think that school is an entirely 

female enterprise.  From the principal, to the 

teachers and even the school’s custodian, it is 

likely all are female. The only male presence 

may be the school’s security guard.  During my 

years as an elementary student, the only male I 

encountered was during my fifth and sixth grade 

years, the jolly green giant, Mr. Edward Gooch. 

In the article, “We Are in Desperate Need of 

More Male Elementary School Teachers”, 

Mullenhoz states, “When elementary and middle 

schools are combined, men account for roughly 

17 percent of the  teaching force compared to the 

42 percent of male teachers in high school  

classrooms” (Takepart.com, 2013). The data 

demonstrates a shortage of male educators on 

the elementary level.   

One reason contributing to 

the shortage of male      

teachers in elementary 

schools is the low pay     

compared to other careers.  

The teaching profession 

salaries are not as lucrative as salaries of       

doctors,  attorneys, CEO’s of a big companies 

just to name a few.   In the minds of most men, 

we are considered the primary breadwinner or 

the main source of income for the family.           

Because of the discouraging pay, teaching may 

be far down the list for men seeking employment.     

Secondly, there is a mistaken view that men  

who teach younger children may be  predators or 

potential pedophiles. If, for example, a male 

teacher is reading a book to a class and there 

are children leaning against him, it may be          

perceived as inappropriate. The same behavior 

displayed by a female teacher is perceived  as   

motherly   and   caring. This may discourage a lot 

of men from teaching on the elementary level. 

                         

Keep in mind that teaching is a                           

profession where kids on the                                                 

elementary level need nurturing,  

fostering, and care-giving. According to the U.S. 

Census Bureau, 24 million American children, 

that is one out of every three, live without their 

father.  Statistics show that this contributes to 

increases in poverty, emotional and behavioral 

problems, health issues, incarceration, crime, 

teen pregnancy, drug abuse, childhood obesity, 

and poor school performance. Male teachers 

possess positive attributes and nurturing skills, 

too, and can do much to fill the need of fatherly 

involvement and care that so many children lack.  
 

Now that I teach 5th grade STEM at STARBASE, 

I am teaching on the     

elementary level for the 

first time, and it is           

awesome, and I DO 

MEAN AWESOME! I see 

firsthand the    benefits 

of children having a male 

presence in their         

educational development. Having a male teacher 

on the elementary level provides positive role 

models,  especially to those without a father in 

their life. Having a male teacher is critical in help-

ing boys build good   relationships with other 

boys. This teacher-student relationship can espe-

cially help prevent boys, regardless of their back-

grounds, from  dropping out of high school, a 

process that    begins early in their elementary 

years. At   STARBASE, I am teaching boys and 

girls on the elementary level alongside three 

GREAT men who are making a difference in the 

lives of so many children.  A big thanks to the 

STARBASE staff for seeing the need for male 

educators on the lower level.  And a big thanks to 

three AWESOME EDUCATORS: Robert Sayers,                       

Benjamin Williamson, and Shawn Fields!  

The Male Presence                                                         

In the Elementary Classroom  

Service Learning —           

Spreading the                

Vision 

STARBASE is Helping Students Dig to the “Core” 
Louisiana, along with many other states, has  
recently adopted the new Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) that hold higher expectations 
for all students.  In response to the new criteria of 
the CCSS, Louisiana educators have shifted     
emphasis from teaching reading and writing for 
pleasure to teaching and practicing skills         
necessary for reading comprehension and              
application writing of technical information. 
  
The rigorous 25-hour STARBASE curriculum has 
always included a generous dose of technical 
reading/writing including reading and creating 
graphs and tables, reading and   following man-
ual-based instructions for robotic programming 
and CAD drawings, and  understanding diagrams 
and  technical  illustrations.  However, in response 
to   this   trend,   STARBASE  is now providing daily  

writing prompts for the teachers to 
use with their students when          
returning to their school.  Each prompt requires 
application of content covered in activities and 
lessons at  STARBASE, and allows them to        
practice their technical reading and writing 
strategies.  In addition to the countless science 
and math standards already covered in the   
STARBASE curriculum, we are now providing 
teachers tools to  help their students construct 
arguments and support claims with evidence and 
further develop their higher-order thinking. 

Sample Writing Prompt                                                             
LACC Science GLE 3:  PS-M-A2; ELA CCSS: W.5.1  

Are most substances on the Earth made of elements  
or compounds? Give specific evidence for this claim. 

Pam “Roller” Thornell                                                      

STARBASE Instructor 

Eric “Iceman” Freeman                                                                      

STARBASE Instructor 

Shawn “Rip” Fields                                                       

STARBASE Instructor 



MLK Holiday—January 20 

Presidents’ Day—February 17 

Spring Break—March 24-28 

Good Friday—April 18 

iLeap Testing—April 7-10 

Summer Middle School Academy  

 Applications available—April 28 

Memorial Day—May 26 

Middle School Academy   

 Applications Due—June 2 

Summer Middle School Academy—

 June 23-27 

Important Dates >>> 

Contact information: 

STARBASE Office—318-529-3521 

Office FAX—318-529-3631 

Email the staff at:                                                                

starbase.LA@us.af.mil 

Up Close and Personal:  
Meet the New STARBASE Staff Laurie “Deuce” Ilgenfritz 

Deputy Director/Instructor   

STARBASE Louisiana 

307th Bomb Wing, Air Force Reserve Command 

827 Twining Dr.  Bldg 4238 

Barksdale AFB, LA 71110 
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Leaders in STEM Education 
L O U I S I A N A  
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https://www.facebook.com/starbaseLA2.0  


